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The theme of  this year’s pledge campaign, is “God The Giver”.  During the last few weeks, members of  the stewardship 
ministry team have given a weekly address at the announcements with their personal reflection(s) of  the leaflet reading and 
the associated questions for that week.  They have shared their personal reflections, spoken of  God’s generosity and all the 
blessings they have received/are thankful, and how we use his gifts.  As this was during announcements, parishioners were 
asked to take the leaflets home and find a quiet time to read the article and do some reflecting on the associated questions 
There are still a few weeks left to hear more personal reflections from the remaining stewardship ministry team members.

If  you have been present on Sunday mornings, you have heard how St. Francis of  Assisi’s prayer can so easily be words 
to live by, how we are rich in other ways than mere money, how decluttering your life and home can allow focus on the 
important things, and how when giving from a spirit of  generosity rather than obligation, seemingly impossible things 
happen.

This pledge season will culminate in the in gathering of  pledges on November 15th, please be present if  you are able.  
As our parish prepares for another year of  worship, fellowship, ministry, and joy in giving of  ourselves, we will rejoice 
together, acknowledging God’s generosity, reflected through our pledges, that we will do great things with his bounty.
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From Father Dave’s Desk

Dear St. Michael’s,

In college, I passionately studied 
painting.  My drive arose from 
a simple comment made by my 
teacher Ken Conley: “Everyone 
assumes that artistic talent is 
something you’re born with, or 

not.  But painting is like anything else: you can study and 
practice and become better at it, perhaps even great.  
Natural talent might make it easier, but it’s more important 
to work at it.”  So I did.  I never became a great painter, 
but I got much better and continuously learned new 
dimensions of  my craft.    

Like painting, or music, or any art or skill, gratitude is 
something we can work on, a quality of  mind and soul 
that we can cultivate and grow.  We choose to see God’s 
abundance or not.  Sure, recognition of  God’s gifts arise 
unexpectedly at certain moments: sitting around the table 
with family, hiking mountaintops in quiet solitude, or 
listening to beautiful music.  We can assume that gratitude 
just happens “by accident.”  But we can also live our lives 
so that we feel this gratitude more often.  We can choose to 
be overjoyed by God’s abundance and grace.

As we come into this season of  Thanksgiving, I invite you 
to practice thanksgiving.  Take some time each day to 
reflect on how good God has been to you: gifts of  health, 
family, friends, employment, food, reasons to be hopeful, 
recreation…I’m sure that your list goes on and on, as mine 
does.  First thing in the morning, on a lunch break, or last 
thing at night.  Feel free to write this list out, to keep it 
close for when you’re feeling down.  

In this practice, it might be tempting to think of  all that 
you do not have: your health may be failing a bit, or 
you might miss a loved one who died, or you might feel 
snubbed about missing a promotion at work.  But focusing 
on these leads us down the road that - as Martin Luther 
puts it - “curves in on itself:” we turn toward our losses, 
toward our inabilities, toward our unfulfilled desires.  In 
short, we mentally and emotionally dwell where it is very 
hard to become aware of  God’s goodness.  But, if  we 
bring God’s grace and abundance to mind - not ignoring 
our losses and pain, but holding them together - then we 
have a recipe for transformation.  Our own recognition of  
God’s generosity towards us becomes the vehicle for 
deepening our relationship with God and others.    
(continued on page 3)
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From Father Dave’s Desk (continued from page 2)

In 1 Corinthians 15, St. Paul says, “By the grace of  God I am 
what I am, and his grace towards me has not been in vain. On 
the contrary, I worked harder than any of  them—though it 
was not I, but the grace of  God that is with me.”  Paul is 
pointing to the deepest truth of  this practice: when we truly 
practice gratitude, when we recall God’s gifts to us almost 
constantly, then we become a gift to others.  We are no longer 
captivated by what is missing; those things we don’t have no 
longer hold sway in our hearts.  All we do have becomes the 
tool for building God’s Kingdom.  

On November 15, we will have our In-Gathering Sunday, the 
time when we officially make our pledges to St. Michael’s.  In 
this season of  celebrating God the Giver and cultivating our 
generosity, I hope you feel that St. Michael’s is a church in 
transformation, for your transformation.  I believe that.  And 
I believe that offering all that we have to God - money being 
only one small part - is the catalyst to that transformation.  
May we celebrate all that we have received and share it, so that 
it might be multiplied by God’s abundant grace.

Christ’s Peace,
Fr. Dave+

Stewardship Ministry Team News

As I am sure you have realized, we are in the middle of  the 
pledge drive, the annual request for a financial commitment 
from parishioners, to support both our church and the greater 
Christian community. 

Your financial commitment is important to the life of  our 
church both for the basic necessities, such as light and heat 
and a roof  over our heads, and for the greater commitment to 
live a life walking in Christ’s footsteps, giving of  ourselves and 
helping others.

When the Stewardship Ministry team first met at Saint 
Michael’s, several years ago, we chose to not take on the 
pledge drive, seeking instead to create a healthy, joyful, 
community in which life’s joys were celebrated, and God’s 
gifts shared.  We began with simple things, like the “share 
your harvest”, where we brought in vegetables, and herbs, and 
shared them, moving on to an every member visitation, where 
we met with many parishioners and heard both your concerns 
and compliments.  Our first year, we also provided information 
on the sick of  our parish, at the annual chicken BBQ for Saint 
Michael’s Day, and had a children’s art contest.

We have continued with some adult education, annual plant 
swop, First Friday dinners, and the Seder.  The Seder has become a tradition, for both our parish and for Trinity of  
Shrewsbury, and their Lutheran partners.  The Seder has been led and explained to us by Marc Cohen, and this year, his Rabbi 
attended towards the end of  the evening, and there was a beautiful moment when all of  the religious leaders of  the various 
communities, were talking together. Marc gave us a wonderful compliment, when explaining to Father Dave (then Deacon 
Dave) how this annual event came into being, he said he wasn’t sure what to expect but that we were “more strictly Jewish ”, in 
our interpretation of  the Seder traditions, than many of  his friends and family.

This year we have been busy also: we assisted with preparing meals to welcome our new priest; we held another plant swop; we 
held a Seder, with such an unexpected number of  guests, that we had to put up 2 extra tables; we organized a kick off  meal for 
Marie’s Mission, and celebrated St. George’s day – with a combination of  a first Friday pot luck, and children’s activities. The 
children’s activities included a magician, making shields and swords, face painting, and hearing the true story of  St. George.  
This was a surprisingly wonderful night, created quite spontaneously, at a very busy time of  the year.

We are honoured to have Father Dave’s assistance, enthusiasm and discernment for stewardship activities. As he has pointed 
out during this pledge season, stewardship is not just about dollars and cents, it is truly a celebration of  giving: of  ourselves in 
service and in outreach to others, of  caring for each other and our community, and of  sharing our gifts from God in tangible 
ways.

We will keep you posted on activities as we plan them, or if  you have done something in other places that you feel might work 
here, feel free to contact one of  the stewardship team members.  We are always interested in ways to bring the children into 
celebrations, of  new outreach ideas, and for community involvement, either in Worcester, or our Burncoat neighborhood.

Mary K and the Stewardship Ministry Team
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Celebration
of

November
Birthdays & Anniversaries

Deadline for the 
December Light is 
November 15, 2015

----- Anniversaries -----
 
         14           Laura Wasowicz and Matt Petrie           
         22           Ann and John Klump
         25           Peggy and Carl Bahn
         27           Paula and Pete Iannacchino

----- Birthdays -----
 
            2          Zachary Feliciano
            4          Michael Dunbar
            8          Ken  Gorczynski
          11          Patrick Galvin
          12          “Mitzi” Bernier
                        Earl Scott
          15          Ryan Leary
          19          Walter Roach
          20          Catriona Kalmanovitch

Printed by:
Action Press, 45 Sterling Street - Suite 11
West Boylston, MA  01583
Phone: 508-835-3331   Fax: 508-835-3040
E-mail:  Info@actionpressma.com

December 19 - please come caroling with us at 5:00p.m.  
We’ll meet at the church and have hot chocolate upon our 
return.
Even if  you say you can’t sing, you can at least come to hold 
a candle and make the group look bigger.

First Friday Nights

The First Friday Group will be gather 
for a shared meal on:
Friday, November 6th at 6:30

and
December 4th - Christmas Party
Watch for more information

Anyone interested, please speak with 
Mary Kalmanovitch

Thanksgiving Dinner

We will again be having thanksgiving dinner at St Michael’s. This has been a 
wonderful meal with all the trimmings including homemade apple pie. So if  your 
family is far away or your unable to tackle all that cooking, just bring one dish and 
your appetite and join us. There will be a sign up sheet in the narthex or call the 
church office 508 853-9400.
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St. Michael’s Christmas Fair will be held on Saturday, November 21st, from 9 am-3pm in the Church. It’s time to start working 
on the Gift Baskets for the Gift Basket Raffle, and dreaming up some exceptional Silent Auction Items. We will have all of  your 
favorite tables and of  course the Snack Bar for all to enjoy! In addition to all the fun and excitement of  the day, we will have a 
special visit from Santa Claus with time for the children to visit and have their picture taken!  Please keep reading as I describe 
each table – you may like to help at the fair, or you may be able to help us in many other ways.

Crafts & Kneedlework – If  you are a crafter or can knit, crochet or sew we would love to have your help making beautiful items 
for the Fair. Do you have ideas, samples or craft magazines to share? Any leftover notions, fabric or felt, trims, buttons, floral or 
greenery picks that are Fall or Christmas themed are useful. We also have supplies we can share for your project!

Plants – We’d love to have your healthy plants for the Fair. If  you have decorative plant pots, books, gardening items or 
decorations you can donate we would love to have them. *note: A “Gardening Basket” would be great for the raffle!

Bake Table & Country Store – Muffins, Breads, Cookies, Cakes & Pies… the list goes on! Your home made jams, jellies and 
fudge would be great. We also love to have gently used Antiques and Collectables, linens, silver, unused gift items and other 
“Country Store Finds”

At the Jewelry Table, we would love to have your unbroken and clean jewelry that you no longer use. Necklaces, Bracelets, 
Earrings, Rings, Pins, Tie Tacks and Cufflinks would all be appreciated!

The Children’s Table needs donations of  New and Very Gently used Games, Books, Toys, Dolls, Stuffed Animals and Craft 
Items and Kits are popular too.

The Gift Basket Raffle will be looking for donations of  Themed Gift Baskets and/or the items that would go into one. Some of  
the most popular baskets are these: Chocolate Lovers, Pasta Dinner, Spa, Tea Time, Christmas and Money Tree. Everyone loves 
the Gift Certificate Baskets too! Gas Cards ,Grocery Cards, Restaurant Cards etc. 

The Silent Auction is also a big attraction, We try to find the most interesting Gifts and Collectables, Small Appliances, and 
Valuable Items to present to you. If  you can help or have ideas for the Silent Auction, Please give us a call.

One of  my favorite things about the Fair is the delicious aromas that come from The Snack Bar when it’s time to eat. Whether 
it’s Chili or Chowder, Chicken Salad or a Meatball Sub, or the humble Hot Dog Plate, there is nowhere better to have lunch and 
a cup of  coffee than our Snack Bar!

Just a reminder - Santa Claus will visit with us from 11am -1pm.  Be sure to bring your children and your camera or cell phone 
to take a picture!

Here are some important dates to put on your calendar:
Saturday Nov 7th & 14th, The craft room will be open for finishing up and pricing items for sale, and we hope to have all gift 
baskets dropped off  by the 14th.
Sunday Nov. 15th Please help bring tables from Tatro Hall over to church for set up.
Thursday Nov 19th- 9am start. Apple Pie Baking Day! Bring your apron and join the fun! Hope to see you there!
During the week prior to the Fair, the church will be open 9 -12 for dropping of  items, or at your convenience by calling Carolyn 
or Debby.
Friday Nov 20th 5:30 – 8pm Fair preview and Pizza Dinner, $3.00 per person
Saturday Nov 21st St. Michael’s Christmas Fair! 9 am – 3pm!

If  you are interested in helping/working , donating items or food, cooking or baking for the Christmas Fair, please let Carolyn 
Johnson or Deborah Atchue  know. 
Carolyn 508-981- 6710 or tyskcj@charter.net and Deborah 508-735-9853 or datchue@verizon.net 

Saint Michael’s Christmas Fair - 2015



St. Michael’s-on-the-Heights
340 Burncoat Street
Worcester, MA 01606

Saint Michael’s-on-the-Heights
340 Burncoat Street
Worcester, Massachusetts 
01606
Telephone: 508.853.9400

E-mail:
churchoffice@stmichaelsworcester.net

Website:
www.stmichaelsontheheights.org

Episcopal Services:
Sundays: 10:00 a.m. 

Church School:  Nursery Available


