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Search Committee Survey Results

As part of  the process of  preparing to accept the new rector who has been chosen for them by God, a church which is searching, 
must examine itself  and its needs. St. Michael’s as other churches have done, created and distributed a survey.
56 members of  our parish family have responded so far.  Here are the results:

In question #1, we asked parishioners to choose 3 attributes or qualities for the next rector, which are most important to you.
There were no votes for strict, opinionated, authoritative, or female. 
The qualities most important to St. Michaels were: Active in the parish family (24votes); Approachable (23); a Leader (18); 
Charismatic (16); Honest (13); Spiritual (12); Kind (11); Innovative(10),Sings (9); and Competent (8). 
Comments included “fun”, “someone with energy”, “a sense of  humor”, “a good clear speaker” and  “energetic”.

In question #2, we asked you to rank in order of  importance 10 things you would like to see more of  at St. Michael’s. Responses 
in order of  importance are as follows: 
 1) More young families    6) More modern worship
 2) More spirituality    7) Different services
 3) More outreach    8) More interfaith worship
 4) More education    9) More traditional worship
 5) More attention to the elderly             10) More services

For question #3, we asked about the most important aspect of  the sermon to you.  The top three answers were:
 1) An interpretation of  the scripture that makes it relevant to our daily lives
 2) To make me think
 3) An interpretation of  how God is active in our lives

Question #4 asked how often you worship at St. Michael’s.
 Three people worship 0-2 times a year
 5 people 3-10 times
 5 people 11-20 times
 43 people worship at St. Michael’s more than 20 times a year

The answers to question #5 were both expected and unexpected. Family commitments, work commitments and lack of  youth 
activities were expected answers. Lack of  welcome and lack of  fellowship were not expected, and were discussed at vestry and 
will be discussed at Stewardship ministry team meetings.

Question #6 asked how long we had worshipped at St. Michael’s
 About 68% of  respondents have worshipped at St. Michael’s for over 20 years
 11% 2-5 years
 13% 10 -20 years
 About 7.5% 6-10 years
 No one who has worshipped here for less than 2 years

Question #7 asked for gender: 60% female and 40% male respondents.

Question #8 asked for our age. Over 65% of  people who answered the survey are over 50 years of  age.

(continued on page 2)
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Survey Results Continued

Questions #9, 10 and 11 asked about participation; now, in 
the past and in the future. 
70% currently participate in some aspect of  parish life and 
activities.

91% had participated in the past.

81% plan to participate in the future – thank you!

Reasons for not participating included illness, age and 
disability.

Thank you from the search committee for your willingness 
to participate in the survey. It has given us information on 
which to base our questions to candidates for the rector 
in charge position, and allows us to assess their abilities to 
fulfill some of  our stated needs.

Please continue to keep the search committee in your 
prayers as we move forward with this process.

Transition

Although Fr Frederick retired June 1st, we have not been 
without clergy.  The Rev’s Dan Strong, Perry Kingman, 
George Warren, Richard Signore and Chitral DeMel are 
among those we’ve had through the summer. 

For the next three weeks we have Rev Richard Simpson, 
Canon to the Ordinary, and Rev John Hooker for Saint 
Michael’s Day. On October 20th, Rev Strong will be with 
us, as well as, Bishop Fisher. We are working very hard to 
keep things running smoothly through our transition. 

Thank you to Jim Moore for all the extra work you have 
done for us.
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Family Fellowship Report

Dear Fellow Parishioners,

As summer comes to an end, we are looking forward to the 
start of  Sunday school on September 8th, and plenty of  fun 
family activities. We have the Saint Michael’s day BBQ to look 
forward to where the scarecrow contest winners will be 
announced. Please participate and do your best as this event 
will cast a spot light for Saint Michael’s in our neighborhood as 
the fun place to be.

We would like to remind all Sunday school families that school 
starts at 9:45, arriving late is disruptive to the class. Please also 
remind your child to bring a penny or two as an offering. Every 
little bit helps.

Our children worked hard at the yard sale concession stand 
and over $150.00 was donated toward our last stained glass 
window.  A big thank you to all of  the children that day- you all 
did an excellent job.

Thank you,
Erin Baril for the Family Fellowship Committee

September

----- Birthdays -----
 
    2        James Rawdon
              John Klump
    4        Bill Burgoyne
    7        Sean Lemay
    8        Jonathan Benedict
  11        Sarah Burgoyne
  12        Bob Wyman, Jr.
              Claudio Pawlowicz
  13        Cynthia Wyman
  14        Bill Symonowicz
              Peter Iannacchino
              Channing Morse
  15        Christa Wilkin
              Rebecca Szyklinski
  16        Laura Taylor
  17        Ken Haig
  21        Shirley Smiley
  25        Carol Lewis
  29        Ray Sullivan

----- Anniversaries -----

    1     Jane and Lionel Berube
  20     Rebecca and Sean Lemay
  22     Anne and  Ron Rossetti

Yard Sale

The entire vestry as well as many other parishioners, children included, enjoyed 
one of  the most pleasant days this summer on August 17th for our annual yard 
sale. Breakfast sandwiches, coffee and donuts were served early. Hotdog lunches 
later were available. Popcorn, as well as, water and lemonade was also on the 
menu. 

Dylan Baril and Griffi n Atchue manned the food [setting up and cleaning up as 
well] Regan Atchue helped her Mom with the sale of  toys. We also had books, 
housewares, plants and garden items, furniture, small appliances, Christmas 
decorations, tools and much more for sale.  The money raised by the kids from 
food sales will be going toward our last stained glass window.

Over $2,300.00 was raised. Thank you to all those who helped to set up, work the 
day, clean up and donated their stuff  for us to sell !!!
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St Michael’s goes Hollywood

June saw the fi lming of  
“The Minister’s Wife” at 
St Michael’s. We were 
approached by one of  
the producers in May 
and after going over 
what was involved, the 
vestry agreed to  allow 
St Michael’s to become a 
movie set. 

It was amazing to see all that is involved! The church parlor 
became “wardrobe”, the nursery was “makeup”, all classroom 
and offi ce space “dressing rooms” and the church hall was the 
cafeteria, as well as, a site for fi lming. Many of  our parishioners 
were extras! Ron Motta, Shirley Smiley, Cecile Collier, Ralph 
Atchue, Lisa Rudge, Rebecca Lemay, and Regan Atchue were 
all extras.

Regan’s favorite part was being taken to Burncoat  Prep 
School, where her scene was shot, in a white stretch 
limousine. It was truly amazing to see the amount of  
equipment  and people needed to make a movie. 

Thank you  to all of  the parishioners who took part in being 
present in shifts at the church during the fi ve days the fi lm crew 
was here. The movie people did work twelve hour days and 
were there until 2-3 am on two of  the days.
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Upcoming Events

St. Michael’s Day - September 29th

St. Michael’s Country Fair will be held on Saturday, November 16th. from 9 am to 3 pm in the church.

We will have all of  our favorite tables plus the Gift Basket Raffl e and Silent Auction. Below is a list of  tables and some items you 
may be able to help us with:
CRAFTS & KNEEDLEWORK- If  you are a crafter or have ideas, samples or Craft magazines to share, any left over notions, 
fabrics, trims, buttons, felt or fl oral & greenery picks thas are Fall or Christmas themed. We also have supplies to share for your 
project!

PLANTS- Its time to take cuttings to start new plants now - for healthy plants at Fair time. If  you have nice plant pots, books, 
gardening items or decorations you can donate, we would love to have them.

BAKE TABLE & COUNTRY STORE - Muffi ns, Breads, Cookies, Cakes & Pies... the list goes on! Your home made Jams & 
Jellies and Fudge would be great! We also have room for gently used Antiques & Collectables,Linens, silver and other “Country 
Store Items”. News about Apple Pie Baking Day will follow!

At the JEWELRY TABLE, we would love to have your gently used gems. Necklaces, Bracelets, Earrings, Rings, Pins, Tie Tacs & 
Cuffl inks all appreciated!

THE CHILDREN’S TABLE needs donations of  New and/or gently used Games, Books, Toys, Dolls. Stuffed Animals and 
Craft Items are always popular too.

THE GIFT BASKET RAFFLE will be looking for donations of  Themed Gift Baskets and/or the items that would go into one. 
Some of  our most popular Baskets are the CHOCOLATE, PASTA DINNER, SPA & TEA, and MONEY TREE. Everyone 
also loves the Gift Certifi cate Baskets such as O’CONNORS restaurant, GAS GIFT CARDS, and GROCERY GIFT CARDS. 
Look for a sign up sheet- coming in September.

Our SILENT AUCTION is also a big favorite with our Fair Goer’s. We try to fi nd the most interesting GIFTS and 
COLLECTABLES, SMALL APPLIANCES, and Valuable Items to present to you. If  you can help with the Silent Auction 
please let us know.

Who can forget the delicious aromas that come from THE SNACK BAR to tell us it’s time to eat? Whether it’s Chili or 
Chowder, Chicken Salad or Quiche, or the humble Hot Dog Plate, Our Chef  Cecile Collier and her dedicated cooks serve up 
some of  the most delicious lunches and desserts around!

If  you are interested in helping, donating, cooking or baking for the Country Fair, please let Carolyn Johnson or Deborah 
Atchue know. Look for Sign Up sheets in the Narthex beginning 
in September.

Join us at a Country Fair Meeting on Saturday, September 14th 
at 10 am in the Library so we can get going on another Successful 
Fair! Thank you!

Carolyn Johnson - 508-869-2092    
Deborah Atchue - 508-735-9853
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