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Busy Holy Week at St. Michael’s

Holy Week was a very busy time at St. Michael’s this year, but it actually started the prior weekend with Palm Sunday and 
when a group of  parishioners cleaned the kitchen and washed the floor in Tatro Hall on Saturday.  Everything was cleaned 
from top to bottom in preparation of  the Seder meal held on Wednesday night.  There were approximately 80 people in 
attendance, not including the kitchen help, from St. Michael’s, Trinity Shrewsbury, and Mount Olivet Lutheran Church in 
Shrewsbury.  This was the third time Trinity Shrewsbury and Mount Olivet parishioners were invited to attend.

The Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services were held at St. Michael’s.  The Holy Saturday service was combined with 
the other Episcopal churches of  Worcester and held at St. Matthew’s including an 18 member choir.  It was well attended and 
a potluck reception was enjoyed by all after the service in their parish hall.

The Easter Sunday service was very nice and included the Junior Choir singing a hymn.  

More pictures on pages 4 & 5.

Palm Sunday Service
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From Deacon Dave’s Desk
Dear Fellow Followers of  Christ,

Here we are in Eastertide, 
following the Risen Christ, 
finding the way of  our own 
Resurrection.  As Bishop Doug 
reminded us during his visit, this 
is a season of  momentum, 
carrying the message of  New Life 

forward into our individual lives, our families, our work, 
and our communities.  But what is momentum?  

If  I remember my high school physics correctly (forgive me 
if  physics is a painful subject for you…), I think I recall that 
momentum = mass x velocity.  In short, momentum is the 
weight of  an object multiplied by how fast it is moving.  

The mass of  St. Michael’s - by which I mean the number 
of  people who are regularly attending worship - has been 
increasing.  We’re seeing familiar faces we haven’t seen in a 
while, and we’ve also had visitors popping in most Sundays 
as well.  We’ve been developing relationships with 
newcomers, hoping that St. Michael’s might become their 
new parish home.  It’s so exciting that I hope you’ll indulge 
me in a pun: our Mass is gaining mass.  

Our Holy Week liturgies were dynamic: our Seder, led by 
Marc Cohen and supported by Rabbi Aviva Fellman of  
Congregation Beth Israel, brought together two faiths and 
four different worship communities.  Maundy Thursday 
and Good Friday took us through the story of  Christ’s 
passion together: from foot-washing, to the 
commemoration of  the first Eucharist, to the devotion to 
the Cross.  Our Easter Vigil - a joint vigil of  the Episcopal 
Church in Worcester - saw the best of  worship traditions 
from All Saints, St. Luke’s, St. Matthew’s, and St. 
Michael’s.  This was the first time for collaboration on this 
event, and hopefully a new tradition for our combined 
local church.  And Easter Sunday: what a way to embrace 
the amazing power of  God’s triumph.  The music 
throughout Holy Week was truly exceptional, matching 
each liturgy perfectly.  These services had a momentum all 
of  their own.  

Marie’s Mission in April saw our diaper distribution out-
reach ministry blossom: we had our first clients!  A com-
munity member who’d heard of  our efforts dropped by to 
volunteer.  This is a ministry which will gain speed - veloc-
ity - quickly.  As our very first client said over and over: 
“This is just such a blessing!  I’ll be back, and I’m going to 
tell everyone!”  (continued on page 3)
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Stewardship Ministry Team News

Well, we were very busy with the Seder, with guests from 
Trinity Shrewsbury and Mount Olivet Lutheran church, and 
from all the good comments this was quite a success this year.  
$200 dollars will be donated to Rachel’s table, and much of  the 
leftover food was donated to the veteran’s shelter.

Our next activity will be the celebration of  the Feast of  Saint 
George, on Friday April 24th. It is a combination of  our First 
Friday pot luck dinner with some fun children’s activities – it 
also promises to be a good night. The “theme” for food is 
English food – with flavor, as St. George is the patron Saint of  
England – look for information on the life and deaths of  St. 
George (and his dragon).

One thing we would like to plan is a fund raiser, fashioned 
upon a  fundraiser we “used to do” several years ago, where we 
auctioned off  services, things and weekends away to the highest 
bidder.  If  we can get vestry approval, we would like to plan 
an evening service auction.  So think about your talents, which 
someone might like to purchase, such as gardening, painting, 
wallpapering, child care, cooking or meal preparation.  Things, 
like antiques, jewelry, or art work.  Or if  you have a holiday 
retreat that could be spared for a weekend, perhaps you could 
offer this.  I know in the past this type of  item has been well 
received.

The monies from the fundraiser, with vestry permission, would 
be for the renovation of  Tatro Hall, with any remainder to 
Marie’s Mission, or as prioritized by Deacon Dave and the 
vestry.

We are also planning our annual plant swap, but need to see 
how our plants are responding to finally being free from snow 
to set a firm date.

Please remember, if  there is an activity you would like to see 
or experience, perhaps have seen or participated at another 
church, tell us about it, and we will see if  we can try it.

Yours in Christ, Mary K and the Stewardship ministry Team

From Deacon Dave’s Desk (continued from page 2)

The Spring Clean Up, running at the same time as Marie’s 
Mission, saw 15 volunteers work together to really beautify 
our grounds.  Our collective efforts had so much momentum 
that the two hours designated for the clean up came and went, 
and everyone was still hard at work - with smiles, no less - for 
another two hours.  And that’s momentum’s most powerful 
quality: once we’re moving, it’s easy to keep moving!

As I write, I look forward to St. George’s Feast - another 
collaboration of  the Stewardship Committee - a time for 
remembering our saintly tradition, celebrating fellowship, 
having family fun, and reaching out to neighbors.   Hopefully 
this too will become another new tradition.  So much 
momentum will be gained just over the horizon.  

I hope and pray that this momentum gives us all a glimpse of  
that Beloved Community that God calls us to co-create with 
the Spirit.  And I hope that, beholding the goodness in our 
midst and the goodness to come, each of  you finds your 
relationship with God gaining momentum of  its own.  

I wish you all the peace of  the Risen Christ who lives among 
us.

Deacon Dave

Other Upcoming Events - Watch for Dates

o  The Annual May Tea
o  Annual Plant Swap (May/June timeframe)
o  Yard Sale (August)

And we certainly can not forget July 11th -
The Ordination of  Deacon Dave

We now have shuttle service provided 
by volunteers who will drive 
parishioners to church.

We would appreciate advance notice 
in order to coordinate drivers.

Need A Ride To Church?

Change of Address Notice

Peggy and Carl Bahn
760 SE Cary Parkway #1017
Cary, NC 27511
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Preparing For The Seder

Cleaning High

Low

And

Everywhere

In Between

The Seder Meal

The Head Table Was Full Tatro Hall Was Full - And Well Fed!

The Plagues Were There

The Kitchen
Help Was
Finally Able
To Eat

As Others
Talked About
Planning An
EYC Reunion



Page 5The Light of  Saint Michael’s-on-the-Heights

Holy Week And Easter Services

Maundy Thursday Easter Sunday

Combined Choir at St. Matthew’s
on Easter Vigil

Junior Choir at St. Michael’s
on Easter Sunday



Page 6The Light of  Saint Michael’s-on-the-Heights

Thanks To All Who Helped With Spring Clean-up



Page 7The Light of  Saint Michael’s-on-the-Heights

Printed by:
Action Press, 45 Sterling Street - Suite 11
West Boylston, MA  01583
Phone: 508-835-3331   Fax: 508-835-3040
E-mail:  Info@actionpressma.com

Deadline for the 
June Light is 
May 15, 2015

----- Birthdays ------

  5          Dr. Guenter Spanknebel
11          Joanne Beales
12          Kathie Atchue
              Evan Atchue
13          Carol Skerry
              Lynda Skerry
              Paula Iannacchino
16          Lillian Symonowicz
              Erin Baril
19          John Wyman
25          Dana Mrozinski
28          Ed Lindquist
29          Lionel Berube

----- Anniversaries -----

  5          Maureen and Ron Stake
14          Sarah and Patrick Galvin
20          Christa and Andrew Wilkin
22          Lee and Louis Kern
27          Saara and George Cox 

May

Watch for pictures from St. George’s Feast
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