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May Tea - 2015

The eighth annual mother, daughter, grandmother etc. tea was not hampered by a little rain. With a forecast of  showers and 
thunderstorms we didn’t want to risk running for shelter. Tatro was being used by the Ghanaians and without having a 
reasonable amount of  time to ask them to move upstairs, we held the tea in the Narthex. With the doors open, we definitely had 
an outdoor feel. We were glad we made this choice when the rains came!

The Narthex was decorated with paper umbrellas and paper lanterns.  Nine girls between 3 and 12 enjoyed painting paper fans 
with watercolors.  Sarah Kate Johnson helped the girls create origami cranes, boxes, and animals.

As always the variety of  tea sandwiches, cupcakes, cookies, pastry and fruit was outstanding.  We certainly can say Saint 
Michael’s knows how to do food!  My guess is this was Deacon Dave’s first tea party, but not his last.

As has become a tradition, fifteen boxes of  food were packaged along with tea bags and a personal note and delivered to our 
shut ins by members of  our vestry.

Thank you to all our ladies who contributed their cooking skills.  Thank you to Saara Cox for doing the invitations, all of  the 
vestry  and others who helped set up and clean up, and deliver to our shut ins. Thank you to Sarah Kate for her help with the 
origami craft, Becky Lemay for helping with the painting craft, and Carolyn Johnson for all she did to make this a successful 
event.
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From Deacon Dave’s Desk
Celebrating the (Re)Birth of  the 
Church

We find ourselves on the cusp of  
summer: enjoying warm breezes, 
longer evenings, gardens 
blooming, school winding down, 
trips to plan…all the other many 
gifts of  this season.  But in the 

calendar of  the church year, there’s another important 
season: our birthday!  

This is not St. Michael’s birthday, but rather the birthday of  
the (capital “C”) Church: Pentecost.  It’s so important that 
there is a season - a story arc - that helps us to understand 
what happened.  

On the sixth Sunday of  Eastertide, we were reminded of  
Jesus’ command to love.  This is the New Law (Mandatum 
Novum) in Latin.  Jesus spoke this law so clearly on the 
evening of  his Passion that the day was named for it: 
Maundy (from Mandatum) Thursday.  And this law is so 
important that it is repeated again at the end of  Eastertide.  
This helps us to remember what Jesus expects of  us.

Then, the Ascension: the moment in human time when 
Jesus’ risen, glorified human Body was “carried up to 
heaven,” which really means that he became more deeply 
connected with all of  creation.  He’s not somewhere else.  
He is right here, right now.  In every moment and place.  
In each one of  us.  For us, today, the Ascension stands as a 
Mystery of  the church: a holy moment upon which we can 
reflect and from which we gain strength.

After Jesus, as the disciples knew him, ceased to appear, they 
struggled to understand what they were supposed to do.  I 
don’t know about you, but that sounds really familiar to me.  
It was in this time that something amazing happened, 
another Mystery: Pentecost, the gift of  the Holy Spirit.  The 
presence of  the Holy Spirit ensures us that Christ is with us: 
in us, between us, binding the whole world.  And sometimes 
that realization opens doors that we could never imagine, 
as it did on that first Pentecost morning, with the gift of  
tongues and flame.  This is the Church’s birthday!

The two Sundays that follow Pentecost celebrate the new 
relationship between God and humanity.  Trinity Sunday 
celebrates the newly revealed “picture” of  God that was 
given to the early church.  
(continued on page 3)
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From Deacon Dave’s Desk - continued from page 2

God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, all at the same time.  
Jesus Christ was and is God, and we are called to live in Christ, 
through the grace of  the Spirit.  This, too, is a Mystery of  our 
tradition.  (SO MANY MYSTERIES!  God must think we are 
detectives.)  

Finally, Corpus Christi shows us the primary way in which we 
participate in Christ: through worship and the Sacrament of  
the Eucharist.  Corpus Christi (more Latin, meaning Body of  
Christ) reminds us that even after Jesus’ ascension, his Body is 
still with us in a real, tangible form: the Elements of  
Communion.  He nourishes us and guides us, by being present 
among us.

So, as we celebrate this birthday season of  the Church, we are 
called - as St. Michael’s in 2015 - to listen to these stories and to 
learn from them as we imagine and live into our future together, 
in Christ.  How will St. Michael’s be born anew this year?  

Deacon Dave

June
----- Birthdays -----

 
  3     Byron Baril
  4     Anne Rossetti
  7     Louise Motta
         Philip Kalmanovitch
  8     Debbie Wyman
          James Galvin
  9      Jordan Motta
11     Zachery Motta
12     Mary Kalmanovitch
13     David Bohlin
         George Cox
15     Pamela Perron
16     Tom Galvin
17     Sandy Bohlin
         Leslie Johnson
18     Jennifer Adams
         Alene Motta
19     Jonathan Morse
         Paul Walker
20     Peggy Bahn
         Stephanie Motta
22     Jennifer Burgoyne
         Irene Rawdon
24     David Barnard
25     Kathleen Huston
29     Maureen Stake
         Griffin Atchue

----- Anniversaries -----
 
  1   Charlene and Bob Carroll
  3   Louise and Ron Motta
  5   Mary and David Kalmanovitch
11    Julie and Bill Burgoyne
13    Suzanne and John Simoncini
17    Jacquelyn and Jose Feliciano
18    Pamela and Michael Perron
19    Marcella and Arthur Holmes
22    Deborah and Ralph Atchue
26    Martha and Ray Sullivan
27    Carolyn and Steven Johnson

THANK YOU

I would like to thank the wonderful women of  St Michael’s for 
stepping up not once but four times this month to 
provide  mouthwatering assortments of  sweet and savory  
foods for “Meet your Deacon”, the last of  the  Lenten into 
Eastertide series, the Reception for Bishop Fisher, and the St. 
George’s Feast. 

When we attended the joint vestry event at All Saints, we 
were asked what does your church do well?  We all responded 
FOOD!  You all proved that to be a certain truth.  So thank 
you all for always saying yes I can do that!

I am blessed. 

Deborah Atchue

Clerk of the Vestry - Update

Barbara Arnold completed the short term as clerk that she was 
elected to at Annual Meeting.  Christa Wilkins will be taking 
over the duties of  Clerk for the remainder of  the year.

Thank you to Barbara for her service to St. Michael’s.
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L to R Fran Langille, Ann Marie Shea, Deacon Dave Woessner, Tomlin Perkins Coggeshall, grandson of  Frances Perkins and 
Sharon Smith-Viles

Commemoration of the Life and Service of Frances Perkins

On the fiftieth anniversary of  her passing, May 13, 2015, Saint 
Michael’s on the Heights held an Evening Prayer Service to the Hon-
or and Glory of  God and Dedicated to Frances Perkins. The service 
was led by the Rev. Deacon David Woessner.  The Worcester Women’s 
History Project coordinated the event and refreshments were provided 
by the students of  the Hospitality and Recreation 
Management Program of  Quinsigamond Community College.  
Reflections on St Frances Perkins were given by her grandson Tomlin 
Perkins Coggeshall.

Frances Perkins grew up in Worcester, graduated from Mount 
Holyoke College and became the first woman appointed to a 
presidential cabinet. She was  Secretary of  Labor under FDR. She 
was the principal architect of  the New Deal. Under her 
leadership, programs such as Social Security, the minimum wage, and 
unemployment insurance were instituted.  After having been raised 
as a Congregationalist, she was drawn to the Episcopal Church as 
an adult. In 2009 she was officially recognized as a holy woman, or 
saint, and assigned the date May 13th as her feast day, as listed in the 
church’s calendar of  Lesser Feasts and Fasts.  For more information 
on St. Frances Perkins visit www.francesperkinscenter.org.

Congratulations to Connor Glazier who will 
be graduating from Wachusett Regional High 
School in Holden on Saturday, June 6th, 2015.

From August of  this year, he will be attending 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (RPI) in Troy, 
Upstate New York, to study chemical 
engineering. Deadline for the 

July/August Light is 
June 15, 2015

Learning the Lord’s Prayer
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Saint George’s Feast

The first St. George’s Feast event was a great success.  They came, they prepared, they fought, and they all had a great time.

The children were entertained by Deacon Dave, who told them the story of  St. George and the Dragon, with great enthusiasm 
and sound effects.  There was also a Wizard, who did magic.  The girls designed princess hats while the boys concentrated on 
making swords and shields.  Of  course, they had to try them out against each other.

There was also a face painter, who did outstanding work, and there was a dragon that the children took turns swinging at to get 
the candy inside.  The was English food with taste; however, the examples in the pictures are not examples of  the culinary treats.  

A few of  our neighbors brought there children and stayed to join the festivities and good food.  There has already been talk 
about making this an annual event.
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