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Father Frederick Retiring

It’s been nine years since the joyous celebration when Bishop Gordon Scruton offi cially 
made Father Warren Frederick the rector of  Saint Michael’s-on-the-Heights after a 
year and a half  search.  Though it doesn’t seem as if  nine years has passed, it was with 
mixed emotions that parishioners witnessed his last service with us on May 19th, the 
beginning of  Pentacost, the celebration of  the Holy Spirit 40 days after Easter.  With 
great emotion for all present, the choir sang a couple of  surprise/favorite hymns for 
Fr. Frederick and Molly towards the end of  the service - “It Is Well with My Soul” and 
“Walk in the Light”.

Looking back at the nine years, not as a grading process, but as a moment of  
refl ection what is Fr. Frederick’s legacy or imprint on St. Michael’s.  Of  course, there 
are the physical changes - the redesign of  the altar and moving of  the altar rail, the 
introduction of  internet phones and Wifi  in the church/offi ce areas, the Burncoat St. 
garden that per their wish was partially funded by the monies given for Fr. Warren 
and Mollie’s wedding gifts, the new weekly service leafl ets, and supplying most of  the 
pictures from all the church events for The Light to name a few.

There are also the non-physical accomplishments/changes that some might say are part of  his job but were infl uential in 
increasing the spirituality of  our church and parishioners.  Besides the pastoral care, he changed the feeling at our services by 
placing the peace at the beginning, he introduced “The Mass of  Saint Thomas” service music which many have come to love, 
the holy week services, his quiet manner of  giving advice and being supportive whenever needed, and just being a friend.

As he said in his last Homily, there have been some good times and some bad, which hard for him and others both physically 
and emotionally.  The show of  support for him during some of  those times was a testament for him and St. Michael’s.  He leaves 
with mixed feelings, but rest assured, he leaves St. Michael’s a better place from a spirituality perspective than when he arrived.

As the fi rst verse of  “It is Well with My Soul” reads -
“When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, When sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, It is well, it is well with my soul.”

A Farewell Reception

 Father Frederick will be offi cially retiring at the end of  this month. There will be a farewell reception on June 16th following the
 10 o’clock service at the Grill on the Hill at Greenhill Park.  Please stop by between 11:30 and 3 o’clock to wish Fr. Frederick,
 Molly ,Lonnie, Jacob, and Caroline all the best as they embark on the next chapter of  their lives.  Please come, especially those
 who missed his last service.

 Anyone who would like to donate to a parting gift for Fr. Frederick can send a check to the church offi ce in care of  Carolyn
 Johnson Treasurer.
                                                                                                                                               
 Deboarah Atchue, Senior Warden
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Seven Hills Baptist Church

We have a new tenant.  Starting on May 15th, the Seven 
Hills Baptist Church will be holding services at 4pm on 
Sundays.  We were approached by a member of  that 
congregation who lives in the neighborhood.

After consulting with the Diocese, many meetings between 
St Michaels and the Baptist group, and consultation with 
the Rector at Trinity [they share their space with a 
Methodist group], we have entered into a 6 month 
agreement with them.

Pastor Shane Colwell will be around the church during the 
week as he will be using the Assistant’s Office as part of  
that agreement.

Please welcome him to Saint Michael’s when you see him.

Hollywood is coming to St Michael’s

 Several weeks ago, Andrea Ajemian
 contacted the Church office.  As I
 was in the building Martha gave me
 the call.

 She is a line producer for Moody In-
dependent and they would like to use 

St Michael’s for the filming of  a made for TV movie! 

Investigation was done, meetings with the producers were 
held, and a vote of  the vestry taken for approval.

On June 24th and 25th, they will be filming parts of  “The 
Minister’s Wife” at St Michael’s !  So any budding actors 
or actresses may want to sign-up as there will be a need for 
extras! 

They are also filming at Burncoat Street school and a 
house on Hoosatonic.

Deborah Atchue, Senior Warden



Stewardship Ministry Team

Unfortunately, the Plant Swap on May 12th was canceled due 
to rain during the week which prevented preparation of  plants.  
Another date has not been established yet.

We will be working on our parish visitations which will now 
include information from the Search Committee after the 
retirement of  Father Warren.

This report is short as the team has not had the opportunity 
to meet, Mary K needed time to wrap up all her papers and 
requirements for her Master’s degree, which she received on 
May 13th.

Please congratulate her when she returns from their trip to 
England.
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Family Fellowship Report

Dear Families and Friends,

Happy almost summer.  We have planned a sleep over to kick 
off  summer break on June 28th 6:00pm Friday to 12:00 
Saturday afternoon with dinner, dessert and breakfast served. 
On Saturday morning we have planned to plant our new 
children’s garden.  We will be in need of  vegetable and fruit 
plant donations.  Some ideas include; strawberries, 
watermelon, pumpkins, cucumbers, peas, beans, and any 
trellises would be welcome.  Please look for the sign-up sheet, 
and as a reminder we will be in need of  chaperones, most 
especially those with gardening experience. 

The church yard sale is quickly approaching and we would 
welcome any help from the children in selling and set up.  We 
are hoping that we will have plenty of  helpers at the concession 
stand again.  We plan to use the proceeds from the concession 
stand toward our last stained glass window.

We would also like to remind everyone that our need for box 
tops is on-going.  Schools use the money generated from the 
box tops to buy books, general repairs and build play 
structures.

The last day of  Sunday school will be on Father’s Day,
 June 16th with recognition Sunday to follow on June 23rd.  A 
blessed Father’s Day to all the fathers from the Family 
Fellowship Committee and Sunday school.  

Thank you, 

Erin Baril for the Family Fellowship Committee 

Stewardship Ministry Team Asks for Help

 As the third celebration of  our 70th anniversary, we will
 recognize all those who have been confi rmed at St. Michael’s.

 We ask that parishioners who were confi rmed at St. 
  Michael’s think about a remembrance of  that day, what 
 do you remember of  their teachings, any family photos, etc.

 If  you have a contribution, please tell a member of  the 
 Stewarship team or submit it for use at the event.

 Members are Mary Kalmanovitch, Deborah Atchue, 
 Carolyn Johnson, Bill & Mitzi Bernier, Ron Motta, 
 Sarah Galvin, and Bill Burgoyne.

 All family photos will be returned.



Page 4The Light of  Saint Michael’s-on-the-Heights

June

----- Birthdays -----
 
  3       Byron Baril
  4       Anne Rossetti
  7       Louise Motta
           Philip Kalmanovitch
  8       Debbie Wyman
           James Galvin
12       Mary Kalmanovitch
13       David Bohlin
15       Pamela Perron
           George Cox
16       Tom Galvin
17       Sandy Bohlin
           Leslie Johnson
18       Jennifer Adams
           Alene Motta
19       Jonathan Morse
           Paul Walker
20       Peggy Bahn
           Stephanie Motta
22       Jennifer Burgoyne
           Irene Rawdon
24       David Barnard
25       Kathleen Huston
27       Joan Adams
29       Maureen Stake
           Griffi n Atchue

----- Anniversaries -----

  1        Charlene and Bob Carroll
  3        Louise and Ron Motta
  5        Mary and David Kalmanovitch
11        Julie and Bill Burgoyne
12        Laura and Bob Taylor
13        Suzanne and John Simoncini
17        Jacquelyn and Jose Feliciano
18        Pamela and Michael Perron
19        Marcella and Arthur Holmes
22        Deborah and Ralph Atchue
26        Martha and Ray Sullivan
27        Sandra and Al Forrest
            Carolyn and Steven Johnson

Connor Glasier, a member of  this 
parish and a Boy Scout, is collecting 
shoes to raise money for his Eagle 
Scout Project.  He is hoping to 
purchase materials and construct 
benches in Memorial Park, Sterling.  
The shoes will be collected and sent to 
people around the world who are less 
fortunate than us.
 

If  anybody has any gently used men’s, women’s or children’s 
shoes they are willing to donate, please put them in the special 
collection boxes that will soon be provided in the Library and 
Narthex at St Michael’s Church.  Alternatively, the Glasier 
Family will arrange to pick up donations.
 
Further details can be obtained by calling phone number 
978-563-1134, or by e-mail at pglasier@earthlink.net.  
Thank you so much for your support!”

Thank You’s

Thank you to all those who participated in the Worcester 
Episcopal Churches blood drive.  As a note, St. Michael’s had 
the most participants.

Thank you to Bob Wyman for tilling our vegetable garden 
area.
 
With the retirement of  Father Frederick, who compiled the 
weekly service booklet, I want to thank Sarah Galvin and 
Louise Motta for their generous offer to take over the weekly 
task of  “pulling it all together”.
 
My thanks, Martha Sullivan
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Remembering Departed Parishioners

 The Rev. Frank Earl Wismer III (Ret.
 Col. U.S. Army Reserve), age 65, of
 Stratford, beloved husband of  
 Patricia McClaren Coller, passed 
 away on Sunday, May 12, 2013 in
 St. Vincent’s Medical Center.  The
 Rev. Wismer, Vicar of  Christ 
 Episcopal Church in Norwalk, was
 born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania to
 Nancy Macfarland Wismer of  PA,

 and the late Frank E. Wismer.  He was a graduate of  the
 University of  Massachusetts - Dartmouth and Yale 
 Divinity School, and has been ordained in the Episcopal
 Church for forty years, serving parishes in Pennsylvania,
 Delaware, Vermont, Massachusetts and Connecticut. He was
 also retired from the U.S. Army Reserve, serving his country
 for 25 years, which included deployments in Iraq and Kuwait. 

 Frank was a Bagpiper and was an avid collector of  Antique
 Cars and a member of  the Connecticut Seaport Car Club.
 Survivors in addition to his beloved wife and mother include
 his children Jennifer and Zachary Wismer of  Delaware, a
 sister Meg Wismer, and a niece Beckie Licwinko and 
 great-nephew Aedan, of  PA, 2 step children Casey Coller and
 his wife Grace of  MA, and Stephanie Denig and her 
 husband Nicholas of  Stratford, and 2 step-grandchildren
 Sydney and Rose.

 Interment with Full Military Honors will take place in 
 Arlington National Cemetery at a time to be announced.
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