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Meet Our New Deacon In Charge

After many months of  meetings, spearheading the need for a new website, writing the Church Profile, and having Skype and in 
person interviews, the Search Committee unanimously presented the name of  David Woessner to the St Michael’s Vestry at a 
special meeting after church on Sunday, November 30th.  The Vestry accepted the Search Committee’s recommendation to call 
David, who taught Philosophy at the University of  Colorado.  Sponsored by All Saints, Worcester, he began the discernment 
process for Holy Orders in 2010.  He now holds a Master of  Divinity from Harvard Divinity School and has been prepared for 
mission by the Commission On Ministry. His ordination to the priesthood is anticipated in July at which time he will become 
Priest-in-Charge at St. Michael’s.

St. Michael’s is happy to announce the calling of  the Rev. Deacon David Woessner as Deacon in charge.  On December 6th, 
twelve parishioners, including members of  the Search Committee and Vestry, traveled to Springfield to witness his ordination to 
the deaconate at the cathedral. Although the day was dreary and wet, the energy within the Cathedral was warm and exciting. 
The Letter of  Agreement with St. Michael’s was signed after the Ordination, and it is with great anticipation that we all look 
forward to the arrival of  the Rev. Deacon David and his lovely wife Kendy on March 8, 2015.

Thank you to the search committee for all their hard work.
                                                                     
Blessings,
Deborah Atchue - Senior Warden 
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Worcester Fellowship

St Michael’s newest outreach is participating with Rev. 
Meredyth on the first Sunday of  the month at the common 
behind city hall.  This is an ecumenical group of  Worcester 
area churches that provide bag lunches, items such as hats, 
gloves, and scarfs in the winter and socks, baseball caps, 
and, bottled water for the homeless, as well as, an 
ecumenical church service. One or more parishioners have 
accompanied Rev. Meredyth since last February.  Lunches 
and clothing items are distributed before the service so 
there is no pressure for those who come  to participate in 
the service.  This is a small but significant way we can 
outreach to the Worcester community.  There is a box in 
the narthex to collect the clothing items, (cash could also 
be donated to purchase items).  A sign up sheet is also in 
the Narthex for anyone who would like to go with Rev. 
Meredyth.  We would love to have two or three people 
going with her each month.  This is a very small 
commitment as its only one to two hours on the first  
Sunday of  the month following our 10am service.  

Please consider joining us in this small way of  helping our 
community.

Church Administration

ALTAR GUILD
 Deborah Atchue
CHURCH SCHOOL
 Erin Baril
FINANCIAL OVERSIGHT
 Bill Burgoyne, Carolyn Johnson
STEWARDSHIP
 Mary Kalmanovitch
THE LIGHT
 Email all articles to:
 saintmichaelsontheheightslight@yahoo.com
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Stewardship Ministry Team News
I would like to start a BIG thank you to all who have returned 
their pledge cards. They are received with deep gratitude.

We are already planning next year’s activities which will 
include a pancake supper and pancake toss on Shrove Tuesday, 
the Seder meal during holy week, and more adult forum’s.

We will also be assisting the vestry in launching the Diaper 
Outreach program.  Many parishioners have wondered why we 
chose this program, so I would like to tell you.

The Sunday of  the his last visit after the 10am service, our new 
bishop, Bishop Douglas Fisher, asked to meet with the vestry 
and asked us “what is your church known for”, we thought 
about it and came up with things like “we have a great fair”, “a 
good yard sale”, and “we have a big parking lot”.  The bishop 
then asked us “what would you like to be known for?” and 
proceeded to outline many outreach projects that had been 
successful at other churches.  One of  these was a diaper 
program, and he told us about the huge impact a diaper 
program can have in preventing child abuse and improving 
the lives of  parents and very young children.  Diaper rash can 
cause inconsolable babies who are in pain and who do not 
sleep: parents who have babies that cannot be calmed and who 
do not sleep, often become short tempered and can potentially 
take that out on the baby.  Providing diapers, which can be 
quite expensive, is a fairly simple way to break that cycle. 

So a group of  vestry members met and looked at the viability 
and fit of  several of  the potential outreach programs the 
Bishop had presented, and the diaper outreach seemed both 
the most doable, and perhaps the biggest potential for good.  
So the kick off  will be on Friday, February 13th.
More details are including in the Family Fellowship article.

Yours in Christ
Mary Kalmanovitch and the Stewardship Ministry Team

Family Fellowship
Dear Friends, 
We hope this finds you all safe, warm and recouping after the 
Christmas and New Year holidays.  The children have had a 
busy past few weeks, with caroling the Burncoat neighborhood, 
and Burncoat Plains.  Preparing for the Family service on 
Christmas Eve (Thank you Sarah-Kate) and with their studies 
each Sunday.  Great job guys!  We are so proud of  each one of  
you!

2015 promises to be an exciting year for the Sunday school and 
Family fellowship.  We are welcoming a new priest, and all the 
children are on their edge of  their seat to meet him, and we are 
kicking off  our community outreach named Marie’s Mission.

Marie’s Mission is in honor of  Patrick and Sarah Galvin’s 
little daughter, Marie, who passed and is now their guiding 
angel.  Marie’s Mission will offer to those in need, diapers, rash 
cream & wipes.  We are planning on extending this to baby 
bedding and perhaps gently used clothing.

We invite you all to a kick off  party
on Friday, February 13th at 6:30 pm. 

Admission is a box of  diapers sizes 1 or 2. 
Please help us kick start this wonderful out reach!

We want to also give a huge thank you to Merideth Ward for 
all she has done for our church and children.  Her children’s 
homilies were crammed full of  information, and were 
insightful.  We will miss her dearly.  Good luck Merideth on 
your next adventure.

We would also like to take this time to thank all of  those who 
helped to make the residents of  Burncoat Plains Christmas 
special.  Your generosity DOES make a difference.
 
Happy New Year to you all from the Family Fellowship 
Committee.

Sincely, 
Erin Baril for the Family Fellowship Committee
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On August 31th, Madeline Kay Hansson was baptized. 

Sometime in August, the church office received a phone call asking about having a 
baptism. The parents lived in Virginia and would be here to visit family. The parents 
had grown up in Shrewsbury, and attended an Episcopal church in Virginia. They 
wanted the baptism to be here so that family could attend.

On November 16th, was the baptism of  Mathew Jason Charest. He is the son of  
Jason and Monica Charest and the grandchild of  John and Caro Cox.

With these two baptisms, we have presented twenty gift baskets to the newly 
baptized from St Michaels parish family. This has become a wonderful tradition to 
welcome the newly baptized. 

On-going Outreach Programs

Baby Basket Ministry 

Glasses for Ghana

Box Tops for EducationJeremiah’s Inn

Can Tabs

Bement/Waterfield Educational Grants

The Diocese of  Western Massachusetts provides grants toward post-secondary education to Episcopal young people who are 
active in their parish and mission.  Copies of  a tri-fold describing these grants are available to potential applicants at the church 
or from the Diocesan office by contacting them directly or by visiting the Diocesan website at www.diocesewma.org to 
obtain the necessary application forms.

Students will be asked to get a reference from the Rector.
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Another event  has been revived at St. Michael’s.  On December 14th, a dozen children enjoyed a gingerbread party after 
rehearsing with Sarah Kate Johnson for the Christmas family service. They decorated gingerbread men and gingerbread 
ornament cookies.  They then were given  lunch.  The creativity in icing, fondant and candy was spectacular.  We hope this 
becomes another annual tradition. 

Saint Nicholas Visitation and Lighting of Advent Wreath - December 7th.

Gingerbread Party
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Christmas Carolling - 2014

There were 22 people, half  of  them children, who braved 
the cold to go out and spread some good cheer to our 
neighbors for the third time.

They first went to Burncoat Plains to deliver the presents 
that everyone so graciously donated and then back to the 
church to walk around the neighborhood.

One of  the best reactions was when we went into Burncoat 
Pizza.  The guy behind the counter must have thought we 
were a flash mob as we all crammed into the small shop.  
His look of  concern turned into a big smile as he raised his 
cellphone, turned, and clicked a selfy with us in the 
background.
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Printed by:
Action Press, 45 Sterling Street - Suite 11
West Boylston, MA  01583
Phone: 508-835-3331   Fax: 508-835-3040
E-mail:  Info@actionpressma.com

Deadline for the 
February Light is 
January 15, 2015

NEEDED:  Anyone interested in earning a little extra $$$ ? 
St Michael’s is in need of  someone to snow blow this coming 
winter.  The job pays $50.00 an hour.  Contact Pete Seskevich 
at 508-864-0127.

Upcoming Events January

----- Birthdays -----
 
   1     David Kalmanovitch
   4     Sue Barnard
   5     Ivy Skerry - 105
   6     Cecile Collier
   7     Beryl Morton
          Amber Benoit
 15     Paul Bagdis
 20     Bill Bernier
 29     Benjamin Wilkin
 30     Angela Pawlowicz
 31     Sophia Vallee

----- Anniversaries -----

20     Mitzi and Bill Bernier

Nominees for Vestry

If  anyone is interested in running for Vestry, please speak 
with Deborah Atchue - Sr. Warden or Don Rudge, Bill 
Burgoyne and Mary Kalmanovitch - off  going members 
of  the Vestry.

There are three open positions with 3 year terms.  All 
positions on the Vestry are important to keep the church 
functioning.

Annual Meeting

The date for the 2015 annual meeting will be held on Sunday, 
January 18th, with a snow date of  Sunday, January 25th.

NOTE:  Envelopes for 2015 are available in the Narthex
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