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The Ordination and Consecration of Douglas John Fisher

Ninth Bishop of Western Massachusetts

Deborah Atchue, Bishop Fisher, Fr. Frederick, Molly Frederick

On Saturday, December 1, 2012, Douglas John Fisher was ordained and consecrated as the Ninth Bishop of  Western 
Massachusetts.  A small group of  St. Michael’s parishioners consisting of  Deborah Athcue, Bill & Julie Burgoyne, and Noel 
Sydney Davis met at St. Michael’s and drove to Springfield for the 11:00 event.  Fr. Frederick and Molly met the group in 
Springfield.  In addition, our organist, Jim Moore, and Sarah Kate Johnson met at the church much earlier in order to be at the 
MassMutual Center at 8:00 for the combined choir rehearsal.

The service was very well organized and although it was actually two hours long seemed to be over in short order.  Some of  the 
most memorable moments were the procession that included banners of  all the churches in the diocese, the music and combined 
choir of  the churches in the diocese, as well as, choir members of  Bishop Fisher’s church, Grace Church in Millbrook, NY.  The 
choir stood on three to four step levels that stretched across the back of  the ballroom.  
Presentation of  the Bishop’s stole, chasuble, cope, and mitre were done by members of  his family.  His son, Geoffrey, gave him a 
loving tap on the shoulder that only a son could do after placing the cope on his father.   Nancy Denig, wife of  Right Reverend 
Robert Denig Seventh Bishop of  Western Massachusetts, who gifted the ring and crosier presented to, worn, and used by him 
presented the ring to the new bishop.

One of  the first actions of  the new bishop was to bless new chalices and patens that were designed and created by Jaye Pope of  
Good Dirt Pottery in Montague, MA.  A chalice and paten set was given to each parish of  the diocese in recognition of  the role 
each shares in proclaiming and sharing God’s abundance throughout the diocese.  We will be using this new set during Advent.
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Rector’s Letter
Rev’d Warren Frederick

There is an ancient tradition 
of  thinking about a new start 
at this time of  year.  For many 
it takes a practical turn, 
becoming conscious again of  
our bodies, re-committing
ourselves to a healthy lifestyle 
and specifically trying to bring 

our weight down.  For gardeners it is a time of  preparing 
for the season of  sowing and growing, the season of  Lenten 
Springtime.  So we make a sudden shift, a trick picked up 
by the film industry, from the aftermath of  Jesus’ birth to 
the beginning of  his ministry some thirty years on.  The 
link between these two events, birth and baptism, is the 
start of  something new, the coming of  a new age, the 
fulfillment of  God’s commitment to the world that he has 
made.
Jesus’ baptism is a powerful image: the Son of  God has no 
need to make a new start, and yet here he is, presenting 
himself  to John the baptizer, willing to undergo a ritual 
that speaks of  surrender and obedience, of  letting go, of  
resting in God, of  being surrounded, filled, overwhelmed, 
drenched and overflowing with love.  Like a dog shaking 
after its dip he showers this love over all around him and, 
whatever your reaction is, there is no ignoring it.  If  you 
come to church for the Baptism of  the Lord you will 
experience this first hand, the sprinkling of  the water not 
only reminding you of  your baptism but also making you 
wipe your face, clean your glasses or laugh at your 
neighbor.  It is a sharp, playful reminder that Christian 
faith is not about a disembodied heaven or wishful 
thinking but about a God who grasps the nettle of  this 
wounded world, whose viewpoint is not from above but at 
eye level with us, who calls us away from our comfort zones 
and challenges our self-importance, our self-hatred, our 
selfcenteredness.
A wise person once said that to be a Christian is to receive 
a free gift that costs everything. No wonder, then, that it is 
hard to communicate it to others. I think of  a hymn that 
says ‘Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, 
my all’.  The point is not that we have to repay Jesus for his 
love for us. It would be actually more accurate to say ‘Love 
so amazing, so divine, demands nothing of  me other than 
that I receive it’.  To follow Christ is completely different 
from making a New Year resolution.  It means being com-
mitted to being ‘ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven’, to 
letting yourself  be immersed in him, learning to be carried 
on the current of  his love to a world that is desperately 
thirsty.
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Stewardship Ministry Team

Compassionate Hearts

Thank you so much for the generosity shown to the Burmese 
refugee population living in Worcester.

I collected 55 gift certifi cates to Wal-Mart, the majority $10, 
and most of  them from St. Michael’s (some came from WSU 
and from other WRAP volunteers).  Also donated were enough 
toys, games and puzzles for almost 60 children under 14 to 
receive a gift from Santa.

The party was a wonderful experience, the Burmese 
community rarely meets together in one place, due to 
transportation and other issues, but 30 families came together 
in celebration. The Burmese provided the food and some 
drinks, UMASS students the desserts, and WRAP volunteers 
other drinks.

The younger children made Christmas tree decorations and 
decorated cookies. Many came in traditional dress, made from 
the cloth which the community weaves in the traditional way.  
Even the teenage boys were wearing traditional clothing under 
their sweatshirts.  The teenage boys and girls performed some 
traditional dances accompanied by music from other teens.
The whole community drew together in prayer and the sing-
ing of  Joy to the World – which was sung in Karen, Karenni, 
Burmese and English – quite an experience.

Each child received a gift from Santa, each teen a Wal-Mart 
gift certifi cate, and each family received a gift certifi cate 
wrapped in a Christmassy gift bag, a fruit basket, made up by 
the church of  one of  the WRAP volunteers, and a basket fi lled 
with toiletries, made up by a lady from UMASS.

So often when we donate or give things to those less off, we do 
not see the impact on or the gratitude of  the recipient.  I felt 
very honored to be present.  I also felt very proud to be a part 
of  the parish family at St. Michael’s on the Heights, who were 
so very, very, generous to this community of  refugees.

To fi nd out more about the refugees, Meredith Walsh, the 
WRAP director will be at St. Michael’s on January 20 to talk 
about WRAP and the Burmese refugee population in 
Worcester after the Sunday 11am service.  She will also 
describe other ways we can help.  Please come if  you are able.

Sincerely Mary Kalmanovitch, Stewardship Ministry Team

(Note:  You can read more about WRAP on page 6)

Family Fellowship Report

Happy New Year Everyone,

We hope 2013 is a happy, healthy and prosperous one for all. 
We want to thank all the children, parents, and most especially 
Sarah- Kate Johnson for making our Christmas Eve nativity 
pageant magical.  We would also like to thank everyone who 
came forward to share their blessings with the seven families we 
picked from Friendly House this year.  Your generosity helped 
many in a time of  need.

The children will be starting with the lectionary curriculum 
again.  Last month we rehearsed for the nativity pageant each 
Sunday.  While it was educational and fun- we look forward 
to moving on.  Some questions asked during Sunday school 
rehearsals –“Where are all the hospitals?” (for the birth of  
Christ).  “If  Jesus was Jewish how can he be Christian?” and 
my favorite- “Isn’t it nice Jesus was born on Christmas.” 

We are planning an ice skating trip to the new Worcester center 
rink.  We are asking all parishioners to please look though their 
attics and basements for any unneeded ice skates to donate. 

We would also like to remind everyone of  the box top 
collection container in the library.  Your box tops help schools 
purchase books, play ground structures, craft supplies, and fi eld 
trips.  PLEASE consider taking a few seconds of  your time to 
clip and save for our schools.

We would like to thank Ralph Atchue for the divider gate in 
the nursery, Deb Atchue for the wonderful ginger bread cookie 
decorating day, and Sarah- Kate for working with the children’s 
choir to make our night of  caroling and the pageant special. 

Our next family fellowship meeting will be held January 6th in 
the upstairs class room.  If  you feel you have fun family ideas, 
please feel free to sit in.  We welcome the opportunity to hear 
any new or past activities that can be implemented for family 
fun. 

May 2013 be a blessed one for all. 

Sincerely, 

Erin Baril for the Family Fellowship Committee
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January

----- Anniversaries -----
 
 20     Mitzi and Bill Bernier

----- Birthdays -----
 
   1     David Kalmanovitch
   3     Winnie Mason
   4     Sue Barnard
   5     Ivy Skerry - 103
   6     Cecile Collier
   7     Beryl Morton
          Amber Benoit
 14     Sarah Galvin
 15     Paul Bagdis
 20     Bill Bernier
          Christopher Motta
 22     Lee Motta
 24     Connor Walker
 29     Benjamin Wilkin
 30     Eleanor Rudge
          Angela Pawlowicz
 31     Sophia Vallee

Deadline for the 
February Light is 
January 15, 2013

Stewardship’s Year in Review

At the beginning of  the year, a group of  people met to form 
the Stewardship Ministry Team, and it was a TEAM.  They 
met with a purpose to increase fellowship and joy at our 
church and within our church family.  The meetings were 
fun with lively conversation and participation.  Brainstorm-
ing and follow-up conversations resulted in many activities, 
and there are still more on their list to be done.  One of  the 
serious meetings was with Bruce Rockwell from the diocese.  
Bruce gave some guidance and spoke about Stewardship in 
other churches in the diocese.  Bruce Rockwell and Mary 
Kalmanovitch had many further discussions and e-mails as the 
group learned more about Stewardship.  Bruce asked Mary to 
be part of  a fi ve member panel to discuss Stewardship at the 
March 2012 - Wardens, Vestry and Leadership gathering in 
Springfi eld.

Here’s a list of  accomplishments in their fi rst year: 
-  Started Bible Study
-  Stations of  the Cross with Light Supper
-  Restart First Friday Gatherings
-  Adult Ed - Early American Church Music
-  Seder
-  Walking to Jerusalem
-  Plant Swap/Give Away
-  Parish Visitations
-  Share Your Harvest
-  Adult Ed - Kristine Gordon - ADHD
-  2013 Pledge Drive
-  All Saint’s Day Celebration/Remembrance
-  Adult Ed - Signs & Symptoms of  Stroke

Granted, some things were tried and faultered while others 
were very successful.  In either case, some of  them will be 
retried/done again in 2013.

Members of  the TEAM are:
Mary Kalmanovitch, Father Frederick, Linda and John
Bohlin, Sue Barnard, Ted Shea, Bill* and Mitzi Bernier,
Ron Motta, Carolyn Johnson*, Bill Burgoyne, and Debbie
Atchue* (* indicate vestry members)

Thanksgiving Dinner

Thanksgiving  was celebrated for the second year at St 
Michaels with a traditional Thanksgiving dinner.  Turkeys 
were prepared by Carolyn Johnson and Deborah Atchue. Side 
dishes of  squash by Mitzi, Becky’s green bean casserole, and  
Mary’s homemade dinner rolls added to the standard 
carrots,  mashed potatoes, stuffi ng, and cranberry sauce. 
Desserts were apple, cherry and pumpkin pie.
After seeing a brined turkey on the cooking channel, I skooted 
up to the church at 10:45pm to brine one of  the turkeys, it 
really does make the turkey moist!  Everyone contributed 
something.  It was a wonderful way to celebrate thanksgiving 
with many of  our church family.
Thank you to Bill and Pete for your contributions!
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Habitat for Humanity

December 8th was the dedication of  the Fales Street home. As 
part of  the event, the blessing of  the house was done by 
Fr. Frederick.  Thank you to Noel-Sidney Davis and Todd 
Huston for all of  their help with this project.  And thank you to 
all those who helped with the lunch days provided by St. 
Michael’s and those who donated their time and talent  to 
work on the job site.

Veterans Inc.
   
In Massachusetts alone, there are thousands of  homeless 
veterans.  Many others are at risk due to poverty and lack of  
support.  The veterans center on Grove Street provides case 
management, employment training, family support, health and 
wellness services, and womens services. St Michael’s is proud to 
give back to those who, by their service, have given so much. 

All baked goods and food from the fair were brought to Grove 
St as was food for thanksgiving.  If  your looking for a charity to 
support, the Veterans Center on Grove St is one worth 
considering.

The Light is Going Electronic!

While preparing the December Light for mailing, some 
analysis was done regarding the number of  copies mailed out.  
In order to receive the bulk postage rate, we need to mail 200 
copies.  It’s was surprising to learn that 64 of  those copies or 
32% have to be mailed back to St. Michael’s to be recycled in 
order to maintain the bulk rate.  An additional 25 copies are 
left in the Narthax for a visitor or anyone else to take.  
Unfortunately, most months the 25 copies are still there at the 
end of  the month.  That equates to 45% not being used.

While preparing the 2013 budget, we learned that the cost of  
both the postage meter and bulk postage rate are expected to 
rise in January.  There is also the ever present possibility that 
the distribution center in Shrewsbury will close.  This would 
mean we would have to drive the bulk mail to a distribution 
center nearer to Boston.

As a result, this will be the last hardcopy issue sent to all 
parishioners.  Future issues will be sent via e-mail.
A comparison of  the church directory to the current list of  
e-mail addresses will be completed to identify the parishioners 
without e-mail.  Arrangements will be made to ensure these 
people continue to receive issues and remain in touch with the 
church.

Remembering Those We Lost in 2012

Albert Howe - January 20, 2012

Natalie Powell - January 27, 2012

Charlotte Welch - February 17, 2012

Theodore Shea - February 19, 2012

Christopher Baril - February 20, 2012

Helen Ingalls - April 16, 2012

Dorothy Scaturro - June 11, 2012

Elvira Wood - June 15, 2012

Joshua Ayisi - July 24, 2012

Elise Lloyd - September 14, 2012

Sharon Waters - September 23, 2012

And any other friend, neighbor, or relative who has gone to a 
better place.  Our prayers are with them all.

Annual Meeting Dates

The 2013 Annual Meeting is scheduled for January 27th 
following the 10:00 service.   A light brunch will be served after 
the meeting.  February 3rd will be the alternate date if  there is 
inclement weather.  

Anyone who still has reports to submit are asked to get them 
to Martha Sullivan in the church offi ce right away in order to 
include them in the annual report.
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Gingerbread Party

More than a dozen children enjoyed a gingerbread making 
party after church Dec 16.  After eating a lunch of  “make your 
own pizza”, they got quite creative with frosting and candies 
to decorate their gingerbread men and tree shaped cookies. 
Sarah-Kate Johnson recalled doing this when she was in 
Sunday school.  Hopefully it will become a tradtion again. 

Thank you to Cynthia Wyman, Sarah-Kate Johnson, Julie, 
Jen,and Sarah Burgoyne and Erin Baril for helping.

Pictures of  the event are on the next page.

What is WRAP?

Many of  you answered the call and donated $5-10 Wal-Mart 
gift certifi cates for Burmese refugee adults and toys or gifts for 
the children 1 to 18 years old.  Your donations were greatly 
appreciated.

This is a more information concerning this good cause.
Worcester Refugee Assistance Project (WRAP) is a network of  
individuals committed to assisting local refugees from Burma 
achieve sustainable self-reliance through mentoring and 
advocacy leading to economic independence, community-
building, and the right to access services.  They are an 
independent non-profi t organization working to complement 
and augment the efforts of  other organizations and individuals 
assisting resettled refugees.

They have a Family Mentoring Project where ordinary 
citizens have a chance to do something extraordinary.  
Volunteers assist newly arrived refugee families and receive 
support from WRAP as they form relationships with refugee
families.

Some of  the responsibilities are:
- Conduct at least 6 weekly home visits over 3 months
- Complete checklist to assess home safety, material needs, 
   health promotion, and activities of  daily living
- Assist with social services such as WIC, MassHealth, Food 
  Stamps, Fuel Assistance
- Introduce to community resources such as grocery stores, 
   pharmacies, libraries, etc.
- Invite to participate in community events in Worcester
- Listen and provide support
- Contact WRAP member weekly to follow up on activities
- Attend monthly volunteer meetings to share experiences with
   other volunteers
- Complete evaluation survey at the end of  the commitment

Other volunteer opportunities at WRAP:

• Health promotion • Computer repair
• Bicycle repair  • Transportation
• Managing donations • Driver’s education
• Youth development • After-school homework/ tutoring
• Database management 
• English language assistance
• Grant-writing/ fundraising

Watch for more information in the coming months regarding 
what we can do to support this group and individuals.

Lighting of  the Advent Candle - Week 2

Photo from Scratch Messiah - Saturday, December 8, 2012
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Gingerbread Party Pictures
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First Friday Christmas Party

On the evening of  December 14th, the First Friday group held 
their Christmas Party and gift exchange in the church library.  
It  was a fun and relaxing evening for twenty fi ve St. Michael’s 
parishioners.  We enjoyed a huge array of  hor d’oeuvres, excellent 
conversation, and an outstanding array of  desserts.  
The traditional yankee swap was very entertaining.  The children 
who accompanied their parents enjoyed pizza and watching the 
movie Polar Express.

Celebration of All Baptisms at St. Michael’s

The second celebration for our 70th year anniversary is to 
recognize the approximate 1,300 baptisms that have occurred 
at the church.  This will take place on January 13th at the 
10:00 service.

If  you, family members, and/or friends were baptized at 
St. Michael’s, please invite everyone to attend this service.  It 
would be wonderful sight to have the church full of  people 
who were baptized at St. Michael’s and their families.
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