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A Very Successful Country Fair

Another fair is now behind us. After months and months of  preparation I can relax! What a wonderful day it was! It began with 
an opening prayer given by Rev Meredyth Ward, who stayed the entire day. She helped Mary Kalmanovitch sell raffle tickets 
and also announced the winners as the names were drawn at the end of  the day.

The bake table is getting known for Judith Glasier’s wonderful orange marmalade, 
[which sold out], and her pistachio bread is to die for! And of  course, the homemade 
apple pies and apple crisps that Martha Sullivan, Cynthia Wyman, Carolyn Johnson, 
Cheryl Weagle, B.J.Arnold and I spent Thursday making are also very popular. Both 
ovens in Tatro Hall and the church kitchen filled the neighborhood with the 
wonderful smell of  pies baking. The last pie was taken out of  the oven at five o’clock. 
Thank you to Pam Rudge for coming after work and cleaning up the kitchen.

I look forward to Nancy Young’s hermits each year. Christa Wilkin makes a 
wonderful Slovakian Kolache. We again had a fudge shop manned by Dylan Baril 
with a sumptuous variety of  fudge that included chocolate fudge with bacon, and 
chocolate orange fudge to name a couple, all made by Christa, Sue Seskavich, Sarah 
Kate Johnson, and Erin Baril. The huge amount of  cupcakes, breads, pies, cakes, and squares by our own chef  Cece (Cecile 
Collier) were mouth watering. For the first time ever I made and canned piccalilli because I had so many green tomatoes in my 
garden. If  you’ve never shopped our bake table you are missing out!!

The country store had some lovely items for sale, all donated by our parishioners. This table was manned by Noel Sydney Davis.

The children’s table was run by Lynda Skerry and Sue Seskavich with lots of  games, books, and toys for children.

The jewelry table was the first stop for many, keeping Mitzi Bernier, Louise Motta, and Martha Sullivan very busy. The fabulous 
jewelry is all donated by our wonderful parishioners too. So if  you have any pieces you just don’t like or wear anymore, we are 
happy to take them.

Our plant table was manned by Bill Burgoyne and Pam Rudge with the majority of  plants grown by Carolyn Johnson. Thank 
you to Shirley Smiley for her berry bowl and Ethel Manahan [for her friend Jane’s beautiful African violets].  Thank you also to 
Don Rudge and Betsy Dunbar for assisting and providing relief  to others throughout the day.

The craft tables were full of  seasonal decorations. Fall and Christmas wreaths, a plethora of  Christmas ornaments, gift baskets, 
and sundry gift items. We had homemade soaps from Cece.  Meredyth’s felted wool soap was a big hit as well as a conversation 
item. Mary’s sewing and Sandra Forrest’s knitting are always appreciated. Carolyn and I both enjoy working on the many 
wonderful craft items we have to offer. Stop in at St Michael’s Christmas Shoppe Monday through Friday from now until 
December 23rd to see what we have for sale. This will be the fourth year we have done this. Kathy Atchue and Cheryl Weagle 
were there to help customers with their purchases.
(continued on Page 4)
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Worcester Fellowship

St Michael’s newest outreach is participating with Rev. 
Meredyth on the first Sunday of  the month at the common 
behind city hall.  This is an ecumenical group of  Worcester 
area churches that provide bag lunches, items such as hats, 
gloves, and scarfs in the winter and socks, baseball caps, 
and, bottled water for the homeless, as well as, an 
ecumenical church service. One or more parishioners have 
accompanied Rev. Meredyth since last February.  Lunches 
and clothing items are distributed before the service so 
there is no pressure for those who come  to participate in 
the service.  This is a small but significant way we can 
outreach to the Worcester community.  There is a box in 
the narthex to collect the clothing items, (cash could also 
be donated to purchase items).  A sign up sheet is also in 
the Narthex for anyone who would like to go with Rev. 
Meredyth.  We would love to have two or three people 
going with her each month.  This is a very small 
commitment as its only one to two hours on the first  
Sunday of  the month following our 10am service.  

Please consider joining us in this small way of  helping our 
community.

Church Administration

ALTAR GUILD
 Deborah Atchue
CHURCH SCHOOL
 Erin Baril
FINANCIAL OVERSIGHT
 Bill Burgoyne, Carolyn Johnson
STEWARDSHIP
 Mary Kalmanovitch
THE LIGHT
 Email all articles to:
 saintmichaelsontheheightslight@yahoo.com
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Stewardship Ministry Team News

First, and most importantly,  a BIG  thank you to everyone who has responded to the pledge drive.  To date, well over 50% of  
pledges returned, have been increased, thank you for your generosity. For those of  you who still need to return your pledge, 
please do so, and the vestry will be able to finalize the budget for next year.

“I was hungry and you gave me no meal,
I was thirsty and you gave me no drink

I was homeless and you gave me no bed,
I was shivering and you gave me no clothes,
Sick and in prison and you never visited.”

The Message.  Mathew 25:

The bible passage above was part of  what was used at the start of  the November vestry meeting, and made us all a little 
uncomfortable when trying to answer the direct question that followed it.  So we  revisited it at our stewardship meeting, using 
the Message version, to see if  was easier to discuss, and it was.

We examined ways we do outreach at the church and some of  the things we have done in recent years.  For instance, the Heifer 
project is the most amazing way to feed people all over the world in a very meaningful and lasting way - we just need to finish 
paying for an ark and have a goal of  completing one regularly, perhaps ever 2 years with either a vestry or personal match.

The support our  children and families provide to Burncoat Plains Rest home, does several of  the things mentioned in the 
passage  - we provided hats and gifts, fellowship and joy and music, and visited them in the home which, while not a prison, does 
hold people who are imprisoned by their illness and lack of  support systems.

We provide food to the veterans shelter.

We have provided gifts and gift cards to Burmese refugees in Worcester.

We have provided Christmas gifts and gift cards to Burmese refugees in Worcester.

We have provided socks and hats and gloves to the Worcester Fellowship

We have provided gifts at Christmas to  Friendly House

We have collected food at Thanksgiving and made up baskets for parishioners

We have also helped with building a home with Habitat for Humanity

We just need to concentrate more on these things, and do them with conviction, and joy. 

In many meetings, from vestry to stewardship, and even search, we have talked about members of  our congregation who are 
seeking to make a difference, seeking ways to show Christian ministry to our children, and provide meaning to our Christian 
ministry.  
(continued on page 5)
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A Very Successful Country Fair (continued from page 1)

Three years ago, my granddaughter Regan Atchue wanted to have her own table to help with the fair. Her older brother Griffin 
was in charge of  the popcorn machine at church events. So we named her table Regan’s Razzle Dazzle. She sold jewelry items, 
kids craft items, second hand pocketbooks, beanie babies etc. With things costing 10 cents, 25 cents, and nothing over a dollar it 
was amazing she made sixty seven dollars for the church. She was joined by her cousin Charlotte Lemay last year, of  course we 
added a sign for Charlotte’s Sparkle and Shine and this year Jessica Burgoyne, granddaughter of  Bill and Julie, joined the team 
with Jessica’s Jazz. Griffin’s younger brother Evan started helping with the popcorn machine at the yard sale this summer. 
Saturday you heard him shouting “Get your popcorn, fresh hot popcorn” all day. It is terrific that our young people want to help 
and contribute at church events.

Cecile Collier is a superb chef  and we are blessed to have her as a 
parishioner. She spent days preparing the vegan chili, clam 
chowder, chicken salad, and all the other wonderful foods that 
were offered at the snack bar. Ralph Atchue made the breakfast 
sandwiches over in Tatro to keep out of  chef  Cece’s way. Ray 
Vallee made his famous chili also. It was a great place to have 
breakfast, lunch, or take a break and chat with family and friends. 
Ray and Sophia Vallee and Caro Cox were the snack bar servers.

At three o’clock we began the drawing of  the raffle and 
announced the winning bids on the silent auction. There were 
thirty six marvelous baskets. Mexican fiesta was a Mexican hat 
with the brim filled with chips, tacos, salsa, rice, margarita mix 
etc, a coffee basket, scrapbooking supplies, snowmen, angels, 

owls, Trader Joe’s, cranberry, ninja turtles, pasta, and chocolate to name some. Every year I wonder how we come up with new 
things and every year we seem to do just that. Thank you to Sarah Kate Johnson, Pete Seskevich, Barbara Arnold, Sophia Valle, 
Sarah Galvin, Kathy Atchue, Judith Glasier, Mary Kalmanovich, Martha Sullivan, Noel Sidney Davis, Linda Skerry, Nancy 
Young, Cheryl Weagle, Ralph Atchue, Julie Burgoyne, Errol Mancini, Bill Wyman, Ethel Manahan, and Carolyn Johnson for 
contributing baskets. Many of  our parishioners were among the excited winners. The silent auction items were almost all 
donated by parishioners. It was quite a variety of  items. Values were between 35 dollars  and 350 dollars. Thank you to Todd 
Huston, Bill and Mitzie Bernier, Scott and Kathy Atchue, Becky O’Brien, Cheryl Weagle, Cynthia Staub, Erin Baril, Barbara 
Arnold, Linda Skerry, Bill Wyman and David Kalmamovich  for donating the silent auction items. Many were unique and one 
of  a kind items.

Sandra Forrest had the lonely job of  counting money in Martha’s office, where she sat knitting to bid her time. When she 
finished the scarf, it promptly went to the craft tables to be sold, hot off  the knitting needles!  (continued on page 5)
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A Very Successful Country Fair (continued from page 4)

Lastly it was time to clean up. A HUGE thank you to the whole Johnson family, the Kalmanoviches, the Rudges, Pete Seskevich, 
Bill Burgoyne, the Mottas, Sue Seskevich, Todd Huston, Christa Wilkin, and my family, and most especially THANK YOU to 
Carolyn Johnson for chairing the Fair for so many years I’ve lost count!!!!

The day didn’t end there, following cleanup, as has become our custom many of  us go out for dinner to go over the highlights of  
the day! If  I’ve forgotyten anyone I am truly sorry, please know you are all appreciated.

Sunday after church, the remaining apple pies were brought to the Veterans Shelter on Grove Street. Even after they were taken 
into the kitchen, I could hear voices repeating “homemade apple pies!” so I’m sure they were enjoyed! The remaining apple 
crisps and other baked goods were brought to Burncoat Plains Rest Home where I’m sure they were appreciated. One apple 
crisp was taken to Ivy Skerry who has recently come home after a fall breaking her arm. She was happy to hear of  the success of  
our fair. 

Gratefully, 
Deborah Atchue Senior Warden

Stewardship Ministry Team News (continued from page 3)

 If  we follow Christ’s blue print:

“I was hungry and you fed me,
I was thirsty and you gave me a drink,

I was homeless and you  gave me a room,
I was shivering and you gave me clothes,

I was sick and you stopped to visit,
I was in prison and you came to me”

The Message. Matthew 25

outreach will be easy - we know what we have to do:

Finish the ark for Heifer: 
Become more involved in the Worcester Fellowship, providing clothing and food and getting more of  us involved, perhaps the 
older children also.

Continue to provide gifts and joy and fellowship for the residents at Burncoat Plains.

Finalize our plans for a diaper ministry, suggested to us by the Bishop on his last visit.

If  we can do these well, other opportunities will present themselves.

That being said, and as a first step, there are two social events coming up, a cheese and wine social after the Thanksgiving Eve 
service, and the eggnog reception after the Christmas Eve midnight service.  All donations collected will be directed to the Heifer 
Ark, and will be matched by a parishioner. 

Yours in Christ
Mary Kalmanovitch and the Stewardship Ministry Team
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Family Fellowship

Rev Meredyth Ward and Erin Baril, the Sunday school director, began a series of  events to educate the children on our service 
and having them participate in the service. The children attend the first Sunday of  every month for the full service. The rest of  
the month they come in at the offering to bring their envelopes and take turns presenting the offerings.

September, with the return to school brought the blessing of  the backpacks and any other symbol of  how we spend our days, 
school, work etc. Following the service the Rev Meredyth Ward hosted an ice scream social. As was no surprise it was a great hit 
with everyone!!!

October brought an instructional Eucharist.

The first Sunday in November the children were encouraged to come in their Halloween costumes. Meredyth had the children 
come to the foot of  the sanctuary while she explained who the saints of  God were. Sarah Kate had been working with the junior 
choir and they sang “I Sing A Song of  the Saints of  God” for the congregation.
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Deadline for the 
January Light is 

December 15, 2014

December
----- Birthdays -----

 
  3         Rebecca Lemay
  7         Paul Bowler
  9         Jose Feliciano
13         Louis Kern
15         Zachary Wilkin
17         Carolyn Johnson
18         Sean Leary
22         James Moore
23         Noel-Sydney Davis
28         Parker Glasier
30         Sara Lohnes

----- Anniversaries -----
 
30         Sara and Ron Lohnes

NEEDED:  Anyone interested in earning a little extra $$$ ? 
St Michael’s is in need of  someone to snow blow this coming 
winter.  The job pays $15.00 an hour.  Contact Pete Seskevich 
at 508-864-0127.

Upcoming Events

December 7 will bring the second visit 
from Saint Nicholas. This was an 
invitation from Rev George Warren to 
Saint Nicholas that began last year.

December 7 will also be the fourth 
presentation of  the Scratch Messiah at 3 
p.m. Anyone wishing to join the chorus 
can arrive at 1 pm for rehearsal.

December 20 - please come caroling with the family 
fellowship group at 5:00p.m.  We’ll meet at the church and 
have hot chocolate upon our return.
Even if  you say you can’t sing, you can at least come to hold 
a candle and make the group look bigger.

Watch for the announcement for a 
Gingerbread party for the children 
in December, date to soon follow.

 “Come and Worship”
 Advent is upon us and we await with anticipation the birth of  
our Savior.  
 
 The Nativity of  our Lord, Christmas Eve
 Wednesday, December 24, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. - Family Service
  
  Wednesday, December 24, 2014 at 11:00 p.m. - Festal Choral
  Eucharist with a Choir Prelude starting at 10:30p.m.

Please Note:  
There will be an Eggnog and Snack Reception after the Xmas 
Eve service hosted by the Kalmanovitch family.
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Pictures from the Fair - Before, During, and After

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO MADE 
THIS SUCH A SUCCESSFUL DAY!!!



Remembering Departed Family Members

Matthew O. Ward, 59, died at 
home on October 13, 2014, 
surrounded by his family. 
Although he promised to haunt us 
if  we used the word “valiant” in 
his obituary, it describes how he 
lived in the past year and a half, 
and how he lived his whole life. 
He remained active in research, 
directing students, and 
encouraging colleagues and 
friends while undergoing 
treatment for cancer, and 
continued doing so up until his 
last week in hospice.
Matt was a graduate of  WPI and 

received his MS and PhD in Computer Science from UConn. 
He worked at Bell Labs before joining the Computer 
Science Department at WPI. There he founded the 
Melbourne Project Center and was the first director of  the 
Program in Bioinformatics and Computational Biology. He 
made significant contributions to the field of  data 
visualization and loved mentoring students and collaborating 
with colleagues in the world-wide VIS community. One of  his 
last projects was editing the second edition of  his textbook.
Matt was a talented musician, gardener, wood worker and 
“baby whisperer.” He was also a beekeeper, salsa connoisseur 
and aspiring curmudgeon. He was a faithful friend and loving 
husband, father and grandfather. He leaves his wife Meredyth, 
his sons Nathan and Andrew, and Nathan’s sons Andrew and 
Nathan. He will be sorely missed by his brother and sisters, 
and a host of  friends, colleagues and students.

Marie Louise Galvin, beloved infant 
daughter of  Sarah and Patrick Galvin 
died August 10 2014. She was the baby 
sister of  Thomas and James. She was a 
child who was very much wanted and 
loved by all her family. She also leaves 
her grieving grandparents Louise and 
Ron Motta as well as many cousins, 
aunts and uncles. Saint Michaels Parish 

family grieves along with Marie’s family. Her arrival was greatly 
anticipated by all and we also feel a great loss.

The Christmas Shoppe will be open -
Monday through Friday 9-12am and

Sunday 11:15am - 1:00pm

And A Very Special Thank to Action Press

With the assistance of  Peter and Paula Iannocchino, who are also parishioners, the quality 
and appearance of  each issue of  The Light continues to be a professional product.  We thank 
them for their graciousness, past contributions, and continued support with producing hard 
copies of  The Light and other items for our church.

We can certainly attest to what their website says:
“At Action Press We Do More Than Put Ink On Paper, We Put Our Reputation On It”

We hope that with copies of  The Light on our website, more eyes will see this.  So, if  you 
have or know of  anyone needing printing services, please direct them to:
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