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Upcoming Seasonal Activities

The living nativity at Our Savior Lutheran Church in 
Westminster, MA, will be held on Saturday, December 7th and 
Sunday, December 8th from 6-8pm. Located at the junction of  
routes 2 and 140, this is a great way to start the Christmas 
season. Authentic foods, language, animals, dancing girls and 
Mary, Joseph and a baby out in the cold on a wintery night. 

We hope to get a group of  us to go together.  Watch for more 
details, but please reserve the night for a great experience.

Please come caroling with the family fellowship group on 
December 21st.  Read more in Family Fellowship report.

Last year’s group of  carollers had a great time going around 
the neighborhood.  They received some very positive 
feedback and came back to the church with one of  Saint 
Michael’s favorite stories.

You don’t have to be an opera star.  Just come and share in 
giving our neighbors a Christmas present.  We hope to have 
more participation than last year.

If  you think you can’t sing, can you at least hold a candle?  
Come join us, it will be rewarding.

 “Come and Worship”
 Advent is upon us and we await with anticipation the birth of  
our Savior.  
 
 The Nativity of  our Lord, Christmas Eve
 Tuesday, December 24, 2013 at 4:00 p.m. - Holy Eucharist
  NO 5:30 p.m.
  Tuesday, December 24, 2013 at 11:00 p.m. - Festal Choral
  Eucharist

Please Note:  
There will be an Eggnog and Snack Reception after the Xmas 
Eve service hosted by the Kalmanovitch family.
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Saturday  Night Service

Starting in October, Reverend Erin Kirby from Trinity 
Shrewsbury will  come to St. Michaels on the 3rd Saturday 
of  each  month for the 5:30 service  to administer 
communion, the remaining services will remain evening 
prayer.

Sponsored Reading

Please don’t forget that the children of  the parish have 
been working really hard by reading books to earn money 
for our Heifer Ark.

We will fi nish this on Sunday, November 24th so bring 
your check books that Sunday.  Hopefully, we will be a lot 
closer to completing our 2nd Ark of  animals.

Other Seasonal Activities

We may get a visit from Saint 
Nicholas during advent - stay 
tuned.



News from the Stewardship Ministry Team

We have fi nished the formal pledge program, with its weekly 
readings and sharing of  thoughts and experiences by team 
members. We most sincerely and heartily thank those who have 
shared their gifts from God with the church by returning their 
pledge cards. Thank you for those whose situations and God 
given gifts allowed them to increase their pledge, but thank you 
all who shared whatever they had with the church.  To those 
who were unable to pledge this year please continue in all the 
ways that you currently support both the church and other 
kinds of  giving.

For those who have not sent in their pledges - please, please, do 
so - we will be contacting everyone to check that you are OK, 
and to tell you how important every pledge is for the future of  
this parish church, and our hopes to get a new rector.  You may 
or may not know that Father Frederick did not really receive a 
pay raise in the nine years he was here, and as we all know 
everything costs more today.  Rector salaries have risen also 
- we will not attract a candidate if  we offer the same kind of  
compensation package.

Mary K and the Stewardship Ministry Team
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Family Fellowship Report

Dear fellow Parishioners,

Merry Christmas to all. The fall fair is behind us and we would 
like to thank Deborah Atchue and Caroline Johnson for all of  
their hard work. Quite a few of  the children made the fair a 
success as well; Regan and Griffi n Atchue, Charlotte Lemay 
who worked the kids jewelry and popcorn tables. Dylan and 
Byron Baril with help from Amber Benoit who worked the 
fudge shop. Thank you, you all did a fantastic job.

After some careful consideration we have decided to help 
people in our neighborhood this year for our Christmas 
outreach. We settled on helping Burncoat Plains, a retirement 
home, behind Stop and Shop if  you don’t know where it is. 
Burncoat Plains has 27 residents. Many do not receive 
visitors- never mind gifts at Christmas. When I drove by the 
home my fi rst thought is that it looks forgotten. We will NOT 
forget them. Look in the Narthex for ornament tags with gift 
ideas. Thank you as we enter this endeavor.

We have a few dates to announce:

Caroling will be held December 21st PM with a special stop 
at Burncoat Plains.
Gifts for Burncoat Plains will be due back December 22nd- 
please reattach tag to wrapped gifts.
Christmas Eve family service at PM. The children have been 
working hard to give us the gift of  God’s greatest gift 
reinactment. Please try your best to attend.  We promise the 
children will not disappoint, and you won’t have to stay up too 
late.

A very happy Christmas to you all and keep the sprit of  
Christmas close to your heart.

Sincerely, 
Erin Baril for the Family Fellowship Committee

Correction from the October/November Light
Pictured with Bishop  
Fisher in front of  the 
restored Rose Window 
were  members of  the Dill 
family, as well as, Pamela 
Perron daughter of  Alice 
Deering.
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December

----- Birthdays -----
 
  3        Rebecca Lemay
  7        Pamela Bowler
  9        Jose Feliciano
13        Louis Kern
15        Zachary Wilkin
17        Carolyn Johnson
18        Sean Leary
22        James Moore
23        Noel-Sydney Davis
28        Gabriella Pawlowicz
            Parker Glasier
30        Sarah Lohnes

----- Anniversaries -----

30        Sara and Ron Lohnes

The Christmas Shoppe will be open -
Monday through Friday 9-12am and

Sunday 11:30am - 1:00pm

Needed A Few Good Men and Women 

The same stewardship team has been in place for almost 2 
years, it is meant to be a dynamic group rather than a static for 
life committment, so we are looking for replacements.

We were asked by a previous vestry to present roles and 
responsibilities, here is what we came up with.

Roles and responsibilities of  the Stewardship Ministry Team
  -  Our responsibility is for each team member to understand
     and ensure that others understand that stewardship involves
      joyous acts of  thanksgiving in response to all that God has
     given us 
  -  Our role is to show that stewardship is about changing lives. 
  -  Our role is to know and understand that stewardship
     programs are guided by grace, not guilt and communicate
     that belief  to others
  -  Our responsibility is to know that we  are God’s stewards.
     What we do grows out of  our relationship with Him. 
     Stewardship is fun.
  -  Our responsibility is to fi nd the joy and share it with others
  -  Our responsibility is to talk about Jesus in our lives and in
     our parish,  and If  we are not talking about Jesus, it 
     probably isn’t stewardship  but just asking for money.

©Copyright Terry Parsons 1995, Used here with permission. 
Permission for copy for church educational use. Please include 
this notice in all copies. Adapted for Stewardship ministry 
Team use August 15th 2011.

Organizing, cooking, celebrating church life and events, are 
some ways we have tried to live up to our roles. Stewardship is 
fun, please think about joining us. We usually meet on a 
Tuesday night at 6:30, we start each meeting with bible study, 
and then get going on issues important to the life of  the 
church.

“First Friday” Christmas Party

The First Friday Group’s Christmas Party will be held 
Friday, December 6th at the home of  Caro and John Cox 
starting at 6:30 P.M.  Join us for a pot luck dinner along 
with a $15.00 “gender specifi c” gift exchange 
- if  a female- bring a female gift, if  male bring a male gift.  
This is an event with delicious food and great company so 
save the date!

Anyone who would like to attend, please see Caro Cox at 
church or call her at 508-852-1548.
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The Quabbin Community and the Quabbin Youth Orchestra Present

SCRATCH
MESSIAH

Saturday - December 14th ---- 3:00 pm

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church
340 Burncoat Street

Worcester, MA

Everyone welcome to attend and everyone welcome to sing.

Free Admission

There will be a 25 piece orchestra.
Rehearsal at 1:00 pm

Chorus Rehearsal at 2:00 pm
Performance at 3:00 pm
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St. Michael’s Fair Results

St. Michael’s Country Fair was very successful this year!  As soon as the sun brightened up cloudy skies outside, we had a steady 
stream of  customers inside!

At the end of  the day, we had made approximately $4,500.00.  Many of  our parish family and friends came to see the wonderful 
Gift Baskets and Silent Auction, to buy crafts and gifts, and to have a delicious lunch in the Snack Bar.

My sincerest thanks to Deborah Atchue for all her time and effort that made such a wonderful Fair, and also to everyone who 
worked, donated, baked, cooked, crafted, carried and moved things. I am hoping that you enjoyed the day as much as I did!

If  you missed the Fair, we have some good news for you. The Craft, Needlework and Gift Table will be open in the upstairs 
craftroom during November and December. On weekdays it will be open from 9am -12noon, and on Sundays following the 
10 am service. Come do your Christmas shopping with us!

Again, My Sincere Thanks to Every One, 
Carolyn Johnson

News Update for Philip Kalmanovitch

 Philip recently took part in Jeunes Ambassadeurs Lyriques competition in Montreal Canada.  This is an
 annual series of  concerts for the public and invited guests from opera houses around the world. Every
 year there are prizes given out to the singers, and occasionally the artistic and casting directors who are
 there offer engagements and contracts.
 
 Philip was awarded the Prix Banque TD Jeune Espoir Lyrique, a $2500 bursary to support an audition
 tour and training in Europe. He was also offered a concert with orchestra in Quebec in December. Most
 exciting, however, were the promises for future opera or concert engagements with Vancouver Opera,
 Opera Helikon (Moscow), FestivalOpera St. Eustache (Quebec), Teatro Comunale di Bologna (Italy), and
 the Concertgebuow (Amsterdam). Philip is currently in Munich training with the Bayerisches Staatsoper 

Opernstudio as the result of  a previous win at this competition.

Turkey Baskets and Thanksgiving

The Vestry assembled two turkey baskets to be distributed to families, as needed.

The 3rd annual Thanksgiving Dinner will be held at the church.  Anyone wishing to 
attend, please let Deborah Atchue know for planning purposes.
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Pictures from the Church Fair

Thank-you To All Who Donated 
Baskets and Gift Certifi cates

Printed by:
Action Press, 45 Sterling Street - Suite 11
West Boylston, MA  01583
Phone: 508-835-3331   Fax: 508-835-3040
E-mail:  Info@actionpressma.com

Deadline for the 
January Light is 

December 15, 2013
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